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DIGEST

The effects of phase changes, defect structure,
mechanical treatment, moisture content, and doping of
the constituents of the potassium chlorate-sulfur sys-
ter on the reactivity of the system has been investigated
by means of differential themal analysis, thermoconducti~
metric analysis and burning rates.

The effect of confinement during burning of the
fuel mix (rotassium chlorate, sulfur and sodium bicarbo-
nate) has aisc been studied.

Summary of Results:

1. A reaction mechanism_for. S-KC1l0, has been es-
tablished in which the sulfur liquid-liquid (A — T )
phase transition pluys an important role.

2. A supersensitive KC10, (Cu** doped) has been
prepared and tested. =

3. Moisture content of the reactants have been
proven to be extremely important to the reactivity.

4. A new conductivity cell has been designed, fabri-
cated and tested to be satisfactory.

5. The concept of ignition temperature has been
discussed and clarified.

6. A new ignition equation has been derived and
applied.

7. Confinement by increase in K factor during burn-
ing of the untreated fuel mix in tubes has been shown to
lead to detonation.

8. Previous treatment of the KClO03 (snd the sulfur
but to a much lesser degree) such as grinding and change
of crystal growth has been shown to affect reactivity.

Conclusions:

A. The mechanism of the KCl0;-S reaction is inde-
pendent of the decomposition of the KC103. It is, however,
dependent upon the lattice "looseness" of the KCl0; and
its permeability to the sulfur molecules. Untreated KClO,




reaches the required looseness at the temperature at which
sulfur undergoes a liquid-liquid phase transition.

B. Copper and copper alloy tools and screens should
be removed from KClOj3 operations as a safety measure.

C. Thermoconductimetric measurements are of real
value in the study of reactivity of sclids.

D. Burning rate measurements are of little value in
the study of reactivity of this system.

E. The previous treatment of the constituents (notably
KCl03) such as mechanical, thermal treatment, defects of
all types play a measurably important role in the stability
of the system.

F. The moisture content of the system is extremely
important. The rate of the KCl03-S reaction is a maximum
at some low percentage of moisture (0.54 0.3%).

G. The hardness of crystalline solids should be studied
further to serve as an indicator of reactivity.

H. The growth of burning-to-detonation of fuel mix
(KC103-S-NaHCO3) is profoundly enhanced by a large K factor
in the munition. -
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A

EFFECT OF PHASE CHANGE IN SOLID-SOLID REACTIONS

I. Introduction

“

The overall object of this research is shown by
the title. The system KCl05 - S - NaHCO;5 was selected ‘
for exploraticn in considerable depth. However, additional %
systems have been included during the past three years
so that certain results with the original system could
be enlarged upon or confirmed.

After embarking upon this research we found out

very shortly that the scope of investigation nceded to
be broadened to include virtually all of the factors that
affect reactivity of solids, such as moisture content,

- thermal history, doping defects, mechanical treatment,
o etc. In all probability, the efficacy of these factors
in affecting reactivity is due to their roles in either
aiding or deterring phase transitions.

‘ The remainder of this report will attempt to des-
i cribe the effects studied, the experimental techniques Y
‘ where rew and/or substantially different, some theory

which points the way to further work, and our results

and conclusions.

, The presentation has been made by making an outline

i of effects studied which is followed by results of this
research and how each of the factors influences the KClO3-
S-NaHCO3 mixture.

II. Factors That Affect Reactivity of Solids

A. Hedvall Effect

J.A. Hedvall(3) stated "whenever solid sub-
stances undergo a transformation involving the rearrange-
. ment of their atoms they pass through a state in which
H they are more reactive than in the initial or final state." ¢

Examples of this is found in the reaction tempera-
ture work of Hedvall, Hlttig and other solid state chemists
of the early 1900's.

Specifically, the reaction temperature of Ca0 with e
several different ionic solids are as shown: *

Reaction Temp.,°C
Ca0 + CuSO4 3 CaS0, + CuO 515

S 3 Ca0 + Co3(PO4)2 > Ca3(POk\2 + 3Ca0 520 N




Reaction Temp., °C
Ca0 + MgCO3 ; CaCO3 + MgO 525

ca0 + MnSio CaSiO3 + MnO 565

3 —
Why are these temperatures all so close together?

Hedvall would explain this by saying that Ca0 has a charac-

teristic temperature which it must attain before it can

react rapidly with another solid and that this temperature

is near the point at which the Ca0 lattice undergoes a re-

arrangement. The literature shows CaO to undergo a phase

transition at 415 - 430°C. The reaction 6Ca0 + 5803

5CasS0, + Ca0 does not go at below 400°C but goes raplgiy

at 418°cC.

Reaction temperatures for AgNO3 with Ca0, BaO, SroO,
show the following:

Reaction Temperature °C

AgNO3 + CaO 164

AgNO,; + SrO s 172

AgNO3 + Bao 170

The reaction temperature in this example is controlled
by the AgNO3 which has a phase transition at 160°C.

B. Tammann Temperature

G. Tammann(4) published a thermodynamic analysis
in which he related the reaction temperatures of Hedvall
and others to an ionic mobility facto:r as follows:

If X represents the ratio of the absolute temperature
cf an ionic solid to its melting point in degrees absolute
then surface mdbility becomes active at®® = 0.3 and lattice
diffusion requires{ = 0.5 or higher.

Tammann temperatures and the Hedvall effect are in-
timately related in that a Tammann temperature may represent
some lattice transformation other than solid to liquid.
Furthermore, there must be a corlsiderable amount of mobility
attained by lattice units before a phase transition can
take place. An outstanding example of this is AgI which
has a meltln? point of 552°C and e¢z= 0.5 at 139°C. The
literature(5) reports AgI yellow hexagonal AgI

orange cubic at 138°C to 150°C. Thus, the Tamménn tem-
perature coincides with the transition temperature at which
Agl would be more reactive.
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The increased reactivity of AgI with BaO to form
Bal; is shown in the following graph to coincide closely
with the Tammann temperature at the transition point.
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Tammann temperatures, as could be expected, also
exert a profound efl:ct on the conductivity of solids.
Using AgI as the example again, conductivity measurements
show a 20,000 factor increase in the temperature interval
from 142.4° to 146.5°C.

C. Moisture

Inasmuch as the water content of an ionie
lattice will come off under heating, additional interior
and exterior surface will result just from its displace-
ment. There may be an added erosive factor on the lattice,
as well as a possible flux effect.

Water content plays an important role in phase
transitions per Se as shown in _the following example of
NH4NO3 by Nagatani and Seiyama(G).

Ammonium nitrate normally, in a DTA thermogram,
shows the following phase transitions at the temperatures
noted:

IV to III: Rhombic I to Rhombic II at 32.1°C
IITI to II: Rhombic II to Tetragonal at 84.2°C
II to I: Tetragonal to Cubic at 125.2°C
I to melt 169.6°C

Yet at very low moisture contents it is possible
to by-pass the IV to III transition and go directly from
Rhombic I to Tetragonal. Also, small amounts of moisture
absorbed by NH4NOj3 cause liarge downward shifts of transi-
tion temperatures, such as 36°C on the 84.2°C transiti-n
temperature.

Nagatani and Seiyama (v.s.) made the statement that
"it is not the moisture content which brings about this
shift but the change in speed of the transition." Thus
if moisture affects the speed of the transition under con-
stant heating rate the temperature must be affected. Also,
the speed must be affected on a more physical than chemi-
cal basis probably by flux or surface increase.

D. Defects
Because all solid-solid reactions are diffu-

sic.a controlled the reacting solids cannot be perfect or
there would be nothing to diffuse or no place to diffuse to.

- 12 -




There are two types of inherent defects, Frenkel
and Schottky and four types of nonstoichiometric defects
as follows:

Type I Anion vacancies - n type
Type II Interstitial cations -~ n type
Type III Interstitial anions - p type
Type IV Cation vacancies -~ p type

The effects of the nonstoichiometric type of de-
fects are more pronounced and more conducive to control.

There is only one proven example of the effect of
defects on burning-type reactions kuown to the writers.
Howeve2r, additional research is being performed in addi-
tion to this work, and confirmation of the theory already
exists in that the properties of solids can be altered
immensely by minute amounts of dopant. The literature
is replete with studies of the effects of dopant on such
properties as catalytic activity conductivity and temper-
atures of decomposition.¥

The theory is, briefly, that the oxidizing component

of an oxidizing-reducing reaction such as PbO in 2Pb0 + Si
8102 + 2Pb can be made a better oxidizer (a better

attfaé%or for electrons) by creating positive holes in its
lattice. By the same token th2 reducing agent can be made
a better reducer (a better donor of electrons) by doping
in such a manner as to make it an p type (excess cf elec-
trons) conductor.

The known example mentioned previously is from some
wor? done at the U.S. Naval Ammunition Depot, Crane, Indi-
ana{?) in which the CuO, PbO,, Si starter mix was found
to be much faster when a silicon containing traces of Mn
and Cr was used.

F. Mechanical Activation

The influence of mechanical activation on the
reactivity of solids is discussed in some detail in Refer-~
ence (2). However, for the purpose of unity in this re-
port, it should be sufficient to state that there is ample

*Por specific references see those in "Literature
Cited" References 1 and 2 vide supra.
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evidence to show that solids can be made to react faster
at lower temperatures by grinding or other rigorous
mechanical treatment. This has been proven to be differ-
ent than the surface area effect and is explicable by
either strain energy and/or by defect creation.

F. Confinement

The rate of reaction of most solid mixes is
influenced greatly by the ambient pressure, particularly
those which have gaseous products so that additional pres-
sure is created as the reaction propagates. The influence
of pressure on solid state transitions is also well known.

The growth of rates of reaction to "runaway" velo-
cities and the role of confinement has been discussed
previously in Reference (2).

The influence of pressure effects during burning
is shown by the following experiment,

One pound rocket motors were burned while under
an applied stress. Stresses were applied by means of a

centrifuge in three attitudes as shown by the diagram
below:

ComprEssioN
Tewcion

’ SHEAR

The acceleration force was 100 gravitational units.
A typical formulation was:

‘ NH4NO3 74% by weight
"C" Rubber 14%
Guanidine nitrate 6%
Melamine 3%
(NH4) 2C504 3%

Under tension this mix showed a 20% decrease in
average pressure for static burning. Under compression

- 14 -




there was a 35% increase and under shear there was a 17%
decrease., Some ten variations of mix were used and in
all cases applied stress caused more progressive burning
and the slower the burning rate the more sensitive the
mix to stress.

G. Crystal Form

It is known that crystal form plays an all
important role on sensitivity and rate of reaction for
many compounds such as lead oxide and RDX. Some data
on sensitivities of various crystalline forms of HMX
are shown below. (Reference 8).

form form form form
System - orthorhombic monoclinic monoclinic hexogonal
Habit = rods & needles needles plates rods
Impact Sen-
sitivity --  2-30 1-33 1-20 1-10

H. Thermal Treatment
l. Inherited Defects

An example of the effect of previous treat-
ment which is of considerable importance in reaction rates

It has been proven by X-ray methods that Fe,05 pre-
pared by ignition of Fe,(SO4)3 at temperatures below 650%C
retains a great deal of structural looseness. Fe203 pre-
pared by ignition of Fe(OH)3 or Fe,(Cp04); does not &how
the same structural looseness upon X-ray eéxamination.

Hedvall and Sandberg(g) performed the following ex-
periment.

A sample of Fe,03, made from the sulfate which had
an average particle size considerably larger than a com-
petitive Fe,0; made from Fe;(Cy04)3, was tested for re-
activity wi%h Ca0. The results obtained are shown in the
figure below.

- 15 ~




Figure 3

Reactivity of Fe,0; Preparations
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Itcan be seen from the above data that @& times
as much Ca0 reacted with the "sulfate oxide" than with
the "oxalate oxide" at 780°C even though the "oxalate
oxide" was of small particle size.

This difference makes itself felt in the ignition
temparatures of Fep03~Ti mixes. "Sulfate oxide" ignites
readily from primer flash. Hydroxide or oxalate oxide
does not.

One other fact is demonstrated by these data. It
can be seen from the figure that the two curves intersect
at slightly above 900°C and the "oxalate oxigde" now is
more reactive than the sulfate oxide presumably because
of its greater surface area and because the ions of the
"sulfate oxide" have attained sufficient mobility to
egualize the structures.

This is confirmed by an experiment in which the
"sulfate oxide" was heated at 900°C for thirty minutes
and the X-ray examination then gave the same sharp pat-
terns as had been obtained for the less active "hydrox-
ide oxide." After this annealing, it too gave the same
reactivity as the less reactive forms.

- 16 -
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2. Annealing

Although the term annealing is generally used
by metallurgists for removing strains from metallic lat-
tices it can be applied to ionic lattice 'strains as well.

(10)

An outstanding example is that of Pryor and Evans
the results of which are summarized in figure 4.

Figure 4
Relation between temperature of igniticn and
percentage dissolution of Fej03 in 0.1N HCl at

25°C.
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As can be seen from the data, this work tends to
confirm the previous work of Hedvall in that at 900°C
the lattice is more dense and less reactive. The com-
ponents of the lattice have been given enough kinetic
energy to allow them to migrate to the steady state lat-
tice position.

I. Irradiation

Although no work on irradiation has been done
on this grant, the effect of irradiation on the defect
properties is well known. Irradiation of solids has been
used to enhance or inhibit solid state materials in cata-~
lysts and other related fields.

X-ray, neutron, and ultraviolet beams have been
used in many ways. Work done by Freeman and Anderson (11)
has shown that the properties KCl04 and NH4ClO4 can be
greatly altered by irradiation.




The use of beams of metal vapor and the halogen .
gases, although not irradiation, can élso be used to in- I
crease the defect structure making "£f" centers and "V" P
centers in that order.

III. EXPERIMENTAL METHODS AS APPLIED TO THE FACTORS THAT
AFFECT REACTIVITY.

A, Hedvall Effect
I. Reaction Temperatures

The Hedvall Effect was derived from "reac-
tion temperature" measurements which were carried out
with large masses of material in the early part of the
century. "Reaction temperature" may be defined as fol-
lows.{(12) In the exothermic reaction of solids,* the
heat of reaction is first of all dissipated to the sur-
roundings., A point is reached, however, when this is
no longer posstible, and the temperature of the reaction
rises appreciably. This increases the reaction rate,
which in turn, accelerates heat evolution. The reac-
tion proceeds thus uncontrolled until it is slowed by
the accumulation of solid products or runs out of re-
actant. The temperature at which an "uncontrolled"
increase in rate begins is the reaction temperature and
is readily obtained from the graph showing the temper-
ature of the bulk of the mixture when heated slowly under
controlled conditions.

2. Differential Thermal Analyzer

The advent and standardization of the dif-
ferential thermal analyzer, has allowed reaction temper-
atures to be determined much more accurately with very
small quantities and has helped to determine the role
of product coatings and critical mass. It has also been
able to show very clearly the role of transitions and
the occurrence of a "preignition reaction” (P.I.R.) which
denotes the true reaction temperature at a given heating
rate.

The DTA is of great importance to the study of
pyrotechnic and explosive material because it not only
reveals endothermic reactions important %“c the reactivity,
but the exothermic reactions and their zlope which signal
the approach of an explosion. Thermograms of such materials

*All solid-solid reactions must be exothermic from
the second law of thermodynamics, AG =48H - TAS because,
if solids A _and B react to give solids C and D the entropy
change, AS = 0. Thus for the reaction to proceed, (AG =
negative) the change in enthalpy (AH) must be negative
or exothermic.

- 18 -




should be much more mandatory than impact tests

r igni-
tion temperature tests by the Henkin-McGill technique.(13)

S0

3. Thermoconductimetric Analysis. (TCA)

A large portion of the experimental effort of
this research has gone into the development of solid
state conductivity measurements and their interpretation.
For the first time, conductivity measurements have been
carried out continuously on a system (Pb0O-Si) to ignition.
These data and their interpretation were presented in
reference (2).

This year's work in this area has been devoted
largely to the perfecting of a new cell and the measure-
mant of some new systems. J. Rose 12, makes the follow-
ing statement about electrical conductivity studies of
solids. "Though this method is wvaluable in the case of
single crystals of alkali halides it is not of great
use at present (1961. in other cases. There are certain
difficulties inhere:t in the use of powders. For instance,
there is no certain method of distinguishing between bulk
and surface conductivity, or between electronic and ionic
conductivity without elaborate experimental techniques.
Some qualitctive results have, however, been obtained
(14) ,(15) ,(16) and the method is likely to be fruitful
in the future."

As reported previously(2) in this work, the authors
agree with Rose on the difficulties inherent in the use
of powders such as have been used by Jen chiu(13) and
Berg and Burmistrova(l6), consequently, we have done
all of our measurements on high density pellets made by
vacuum pressing at 10,000 to 20,000 pounds per square
inch.

We believe the method tc be a valuable one partie-
ularly in the field of oxidation-reduction reactions such
as

2PbO + Si 3 S:LO2 + 2Pb

wherein the reaction products are much more conductive
than the reactants, or reversed systems such as

2Fe + 3Ba02 3 F9203 + 3Ba0
or 2Fe + 3Ba02 S 2Ba0 + BaFe204

wherein the products are much less conductive than the
reactants.,

®




However, the usefulness of thermoconductimetric
analysis is not confined to the above systems as has been
shown by ouf work on NiSO4.7H,0 pellets and by Freeman
and Rudloff(l7) from their work on KC1l03 pellets, and
quite definitely the method can show transition changes
and signal the Hedvall Effect.

B. Tammann Temperature

The DTA is of first importance as a method
for determination of Tammann temperatures. Hcowever, TCA
can also be used. Freeman's(l7) work on KC103 which ex-
plains the drop in conductivity in the temperature range
25°C to 125°C can be explained alternatively by saying
that when KC1l03 is given enough heat energy to allow it
to anneal (that is, have its ions sink to their equilib-
rium lattice positions), "frozen-in" disorder is relieved
and a less defective crystal is obtained. Minimum con-
ductivity and presumably maximum order is obtained by
Freeman at 85°C or 358°K which is an &K of 0.55.

This work has usvd both DTA and TCA for Tammann
temperature determinations.

C. Moisture

DTA has been used exclusively to study the
effect of moisture on the reaction.

D. Defects

DTA, TCA and burning rate determinations have
been used to determine the effects of defect type and
concentration. DTA has been used predominately on the
systems KC103 and S; and KClO3, NaHCO3 and S. TCA has
been used on the system PbO and Si.

Rate of burning determinations have been performed
with both and are summarized in reference (2). The ef-
fects of doping, and crystal defects have been shown to
be measurable by rates of burning technique.

E. Mechanical Activation
DTA was used successfully to show that recently
ground KClO3 crystals are more reactive than those that

have been annealed. Also, rates of burning were used to
determine the effect of mechanical activation on PbO

- 20 -
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(yellow) to PbO (red), however, the rates of burning were
not as sensitive a probe to determine the effects of re-
cent grinding.,

F. Confinement

Rates of burning experiments with KClQ3-S-
NaHCO3 (fuel mix) were used to show the great importance
of confinement in causing a burning reaction to increase
its pressure and temperature so that self heating in-
creases the velocity of the reaction to runaway speeds
and detonation.

G. Crystal Form

DTA was used to measure the effects of changes
in reactivity of the KCl0,-S system when the KCl03 crystal-
line habit was changed by use of dopants and changed
crystallization media. See reference (1).

H. Thermal Treatment

DTA used on the KC1l03-S system and DTA and
TCA used with the PbO-S8i system.

I. Sensitivity

DTA, TCA,and Henkin—McGill(l3) ignition tem-
peratures were used. Activation energies were approximated
from the ignition temperature éata. Also, these data were
used for two new ignition parameters, minimum spontaneous
ignition temperature (S.I.T. min.) and maximum spontaneous
ignition temperatures (S.I.T. max.).

In the field of pyrotechnics, propellants and ex-
plosives, sensitivity is approximated by an 'ignition
temperature'. 1In other less spectacular fields of solid
state chemistry, sensitivity is sometimes equated and
measured by reaction temperatures. In all cases, sensi-
tivity is really a measure of the reactivitv of a system
under some kind and quantity of stimulus, whether the
stimulus be heat, friction, impact or cthers.

The problem of sensitivity in practice generally
resolves itself to a "Hobsons Choice" between systems
which are sensitive enough to work when and as needed
but insensitive enough to be safe to mix and load.

An immense amount of work, experimental as well
as theoretical, has been done in the area of sensitivity
(ignition temperatures). See Appendix C of this report
for references in this area.
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Believing that it is of utmost importance to a
study such as this that we undexstand the kinetics of
Solid~-Solid Reactions, the auvthors have made a detailed
and rigorous study of ignitiun theory and have given
some applications of the thecry tu the system under study.
Much of the experimental work wxs done in the second
year of the grant and the data is repuried in referance(2).

IV. RESULTS AND CALCULATIONS
A. Hedvall Effect

The importance of the liquid Sg to liguid S5
phase transition of sulfur ( A-T) to the reactiun of LT
KCl03 and S was denonstrated in the first year's work{l). 3
A reaction mechanism was postulated at the end cf the .
first year which stated, in essence, that because the :
normal KC103 lattice did not react with sulfur until the Dl
Sg molecules broke up into smaller fragments the reactivity :
of the system was dependent upon the porosity or inner
surface of the KCl0j3.

As a consequence of this postulate, KClO, crystals
were doped with a series of dopants and it was found
that the KCl03 lattice could be made porous enough to
have room temperature pre-~ignition reactions which were
exothermic enough to cause heat up to detonation.

This lattice porosity hypothesis was confirmed
still further by the work of the second and third years.

B. Tammann Temperature
1. KCl03-S System
Work done in the second year showed that
freshly ground KCl03 was more sensitive to heating than
material that had been held at a temperature greater
than 0.55 of the melting temperature of the KClO3 in degrees
absolute.
2. Nickel sulfate heptahydrate NiSO4.7H20
TCA studies were made on pellets of hydrated
nickel sulfate and the data obtained are summarizad in ’ ' \
Figure 1, Appendix A.
3. PbO-Si System

Thermoconductimetric studies‘2)on the
litharge-silicon system showed that there was a change
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in slope at 0.5 times the transition temperature and that
ignition took place at 307°C which is just 0.5 times the
melting point of PbO. This data is presented in Figure
2, Appendix A.

C. Thermoconductivity Cell

Due to the belief of the authors that thermo-
conductimetric analysis(l) is a valuable tool for detecting
changes in lattice mobility and onset cf reaction, as
well as experiencing an ignition ) of a PbO-Si (80-20)
pellet, and inasmuch as there is nothing available com-
mercially, we set out to design and build a stronger and
more useful cell.

A number of alterations on the basic design(z)have
been made to correct difficulties which have arisen.

A water condenser (Figure 3C, Appendix A) was
placed on the vacuum line to keep the temperature of
the copper tubing low enough so that the rubber tubing
from the vacuum apparatus could be used.

When the electrometer(l) was connected to the elec-
trodes for a test run, it was observed that an extremely
large amount of 60 cycle pick-up was resulting in false
readings. The AC voltage was measured between ground
and the cell and was found to be dependent on the heater
potential, In order to eliminate this difficulty the
cell was grounded to the water lines.

The electrodes were potted into the spark plug
bases by using "Insulment" ceramic potting compound,
which on continued heating cracked and caused air leak-
age. In an effort to plug the cracks, we tried (Dow
Corning) silastic bathtub caulking compound. This gave
acceptable vacuum properties, but destroyed the high
resistance which is necessary between the electrodes
and spark plug casing.

Subsequent to the loss of high resistance, the
electrodes were removed from the spark plug casing and
repotted using an asbestos-cement washer (Figure 3h,
Appendix A) in place of the mica washers. The potting
was done with Insulment, adding small amounts at a time
and oven drying at 60°C. The asbestos washer was used
instead of mica to give the electrodes increased support
during the potting process. This alteration gave good
vacuum properties, but was found to have too low a re-
sistance to be of use.
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The electrodes were removed from the spark plug
casing again and sealed in a pyrex glass glove (Figure
3b, Appendix A) with Insulment. The glass covered elec-
trodes were then sealed into the hexagonal base using
Insulment and heat.

Due to the difference in the coefficients of thermal
expansion the gilass gloves cracked on strong heating
and loss of vacuum followed. Also the resistance went
way down.

The electrodes were again broken down and a design
was proposed using ceramic tubing to cover the electrodes,
but it was felt that this design would fail because 'Insul-
ment would have to be used for potting. From the results
of the previous modificacions, as well as data collected
on the insulating properties, it was concluded that Insul-
ment broke down on heating, thus becoming a semiconductor
and contributing to the loss in resistance.

It is easily seen from the above discussion that
a new design for the electrodes was needed.

Since a spark plug is already designed to give
high resistance between electrode and casing at high
temperature, the following design was proposed and adopted
on an experimental basis.

Part of the base of two Champion W-18 spark plugs
was cut off. The spring loaded electrode was cut down
in length and silver brazed to the center electrode of
the spark plug.

The screw adjustable electrode was cut down in
length and silver brdzed to the shortened center electrode
of the second spark plug. The center electrode was
shortened after first exposing it by breaking away some
of the ceremic isulation.

While this modification of the W-18 spark plug
was being performed we visited the largest insulator
plant in the East and talked to their service engineer
about high resistance at high temperatures potting com-
pounds. His recommendation was a Sauereisin cement.

We obtained a material which, had we had it to
start with, would have eliminated the delays and problems.
This material is called Sauereisin Electrotemp Cement No.
8 and it has the following properties.
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Electrical resistivity 25 to 600°C> 1 X 1010 ohms
650 to 850°C 1.3 X 109 ohms
850 to 900°C 7.1 X 108 ohms

Dielectric strength shows 270 volts per mil at a
temperature of 500°F.

It is specifically designed for spark plugs, heat-
ing elements and coating resistors and it withstands
thermal shock.

The final electrode structure is shown in Figure
3d, Appendix A.

It has been used this year for nine determinations
from ambient temperature to 430°C and has shown no sign
of breakdown. The data obtained have been extremely re-
producible and are of real value in the exploration of
solid phase reactions.

D. Moisture Effect

. Sery desiccators were established according
to last year's design and were

Number $H7S04 R.H.
1 100.00 0.0
2 77.63 3.2
3 69.09 8.5
4 45.26 47.2
5 21.38 88.8
6 7.68 97.5
7 0.00 100.0

placed in the constant temperature room at 24°C for three
days before beginning the study.

The master batch of fuel mix, prepared in June of
1966, was dried for two days in an ovem at 60°C before
starting this study.

A DTA (using a duPont 900 differential thermal
analyzer) was run on the master batch of fuel mix after
the two days of oven drying and this thermogram was
designated as the zero hour study.

DTA's and quantitative analysis were made on sam-

ples from each of the desiccators at: 24 hours, 48 hours.
72 hours, 120 hours, 15 days, and 31 days.
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The quantitative analyses were made by determining
the ratio of the weight of the oven dried (at 60°C for
three days) sample to the weight of the sample removed
from the desiccator. This was then converted

wgt of oven dried sample X 100% = % Purity
wgt of desiccator sample

to percentages and recorded in Table 1.

TABLE 1
Percent Purity

Time 0% 3.2% 8.5% 47.2% 88.8% 97.5% 100%

zero hrs, =-== ===-= ———— ———— ———— -—-- -———

24 hrs. 99.53 99.45 99.48 99.44 99.43 99.53 99.33

48 hrs. 99.55 99.38 98.96 99.06 99.18 98.75 98.65

72 hrs. 99.46 99.45 99.35 99.40 99.55 98.78 98.13

120 hrs. 99.99 99.98 99.99 99.75 99.76 98.93 97.45

15 days 99.46 99.34 99.35 99.41 99.44 —-——— ———

31 days 99.56 99.56 99.38 99.60 99.56 -———— —-———
98.39

Avg. 99.59 99.53 99.45 99.44 99.49 98.99

The 97.5% and 100% RH studies were terminated after
the 120 hour sample due to the collection of a large volume

of water in the sample container.

A percent purity determination was run on a sample
of the fuel mix after it had predried for two days in the

oven. This was done to see if there was any loss in weight

due to sulfur volatilization. The results calculated
by the manner described above gave

Purity = 99.91%

As one would expect, the average value of the pur-
ity goes down as the relative humidity goes up. Note
that the purity levels are off for the 8.5%, 47.2%, and
88.8% relative humidities. This leveling is the result
of totally hydrating the fuel mix and accounts for the
similarity between the 8,.5% and 47.2% thermograms. It is
not until the RH is raised high enough to dissolve the
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mix that we see a change in the purity (97.5% and 100%
RH) . It should be pointed out that the percent purity
as well as the thermal data for the 88.8% study are very
hard to explain since they do not fit into the pattern.

A few words must be said about the effect of stor-
age on the basic fuel mix. The components were freshly
ground, dried, and screened at the beginning of last
year's study and a D.T.A. was run. After storage for
one year and two days of oven drying (60°C) another D.T.A.
was run. These two thermograms are shown in Figure 4,

Appendix A.

Note that the ignition temperature(z) (see Tables
2 and 3) of the June 66 run is 164°C (147° + 17°C in-
strument recalibration correction) and that there are
two secondary exotherms. On the June 67 run the ignition
temperature is 170°C and there fe no secondary exotherms.
The reactivities are Rggr = 7.1 ) and R_,, = 5.85 for
the respective years. ?See Figures 19 aSZ 20, Appendix
A for reactivity plots).

Two possible explanations for the differences are:
first, over the year's storage time the microfine par-
ticles which resulted from recent grinding have reacted.
It would be these small particles which account for the
low ignition temperature while particles of larger sizes
account for the secondary exotherms.

The second explantion is that over the year the
mix had picked up moisture from the atmosphere and on
oven drying has undergone recrystallization. This re-
crystallization would account for the increase in igni-
tion temperature and the higher temperature would add
sufficient energy so that the mix would react all at
once with no secondary exotherms.

Storage at 0% RH (Figures 5 and 6, Appendix A) -~ Note
the change i1n structure of the thermograms between the
zero and 24 hour studies. This increase in reactivity
is believed to be in line with the work done on flare
compositions(2) in which it was ascertained that the re-
activity of the mix reaches a maximum at about 0.1l% H,0!
The structure of the 24 hour thermogram is the same as
that of last year's; i.e., a low temperature preignition
reaction resulting from the flux action of the water,

a NaHCO3 endotherm and a second exotherm due to the re-
action of larger particles at the higher temperature.
Once again, as time increased and the water content goes
down, the reactivity goes down (ignition temperature increases).
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Storage at 3.2% RH (Figures 7 and 8, Appendix A) ~-- In

a cases at this humidity this year's ignition temper-
atures are higher than last year's. Thus, due to the
increase in temperature one would expect from kinetics
that the reaction go much faster and show only one exo-
therm and no endotherm. Again, we muset stress that we
have started this study with a less reactive mix then
the one used in last year's study. The structure of the
48 hour thermogram can be explained on the basis' that
the mix is picking up H0 and becoming more reactive.
Then at 72 hours the water is acting as a recrystalliz-
ing solvent rather than as a flux agent and thus the
reactivity goes down. The increase in reactivity of the
15 day study is not understood. Finally, as the water
content goes up the reactivity goes down. '

Storage at 8.5% RH (Figures 9 and 10, Appendix A) -- Note
how all the thermograms up through the 72 hour study have
the NaHCO3 (increased reactivity) endotherm which is due
to the flux action of water. At 120 hours the water con-
tent is so high that recrystallization occurs and re-
sults in a decrease in reactivity (increase in ignition

temperature).

Storage at 47.2% RH (Figures 1l and 12, Appendix A) =--
Again we see that the ignition temperature at first de-
creases and then increases. This is the first study

in which the 31 day ignition temperature is above that
of the zero hour sample and can.be explained on the basis
of recrystallization.

Storage at 88.8% RH (Figures 13 and 14, Appendix A -~ In
this study the water content is so high (extreme recrys-
tallization) that the reactivity is greatly decreased
and we actually see the NaHCO3 decomposition begin before
the KCl103 and S start reacting.

Storage at 97.5% RH (Fiqures 15 and 16, Appendix A) --
Note the appearance of the large water endotherms start-
ing at 24 hours and the disappearance of the NaNCO3 endo-
therms. - The disappearance of the endotherms is reasonable
since the ignition temperatures in this study are below
those in the 88.8% R.H. study but whey they have decreased

is unknown.

Storage at 100% RH (Figures 17 and 18, Appendix A) -- Note
the large water endotherms in this study and also the re-
appearance of the NaHCO3 endotherm in the 72 and 120

hour studies. Again we see that the ignition temperature
in this study increases with time to a level well above

the 170°C zero-hour temperature.
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TABLE 2

Effect of Storage at Varying Humidities on Ignition Tem-
- peratures (1967)

Time 0% 3.2% 8.5% 47.2% 88.8% 97.5% 100%
0 hrs. 170 170 170 170 170 170 170
24 hrs. 145* 166 155%* 160 187 178 175
48 hrs. 185 152+ 155¢* 158 180 185 170
72 hrs. 170 166 133* 130 178 170 187
120 hrs. 162 157 170 145~* 182 170 181
15 days 163 148* 168 168 190 --- -
31 days 168 168 170 175 190 ——- -——-
TABLE 3

Effect of Storage at Varying Humidities on Ignition Tem-
perature (l1966-after 17°?2fecalibration

correction)
Time 0% 3.2% 8.5% 47.2% 88.8% 97.5% 100%
0 hrs. le4 164 le64 l64 164 164 164
24 hrs. 152* 157 142* 147%* 1474 172 177
48 hrs. 147 137* 152* 137* 157 172 172
72 hrs. 172 147%* 172 157 152* 182 177
120 hrs. 152 147*  142%* 162 162 167 197
15 days 177 147* 172 162 157 192 182
31 days 162 152* 172 177 177 -——- -

Comparing the zero hour and 31 day temperatures
between the two tables we see that the final (31 day) tem-
peratures for the 0% and 3.2% studies are less than the
beginning temperatures, that the beginning and final tem-
peratures for the 8.5% study are nearly <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>